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Souls Not Immortal. 
BY J. H. PKCK. 

Bro. Miisitn. in a lato 'wane says. 


"The Lord 
every where teaches that the souls of the wicked 
after death, arc to be punished," Certainly true. 
After death, but not While dead. After death 
comes the resurrection, and when resurrected comes 
punishment lor the wicked, reward lor the good. 
Sec, St. John 5, 2!>. Matt. 16, 27. Dan. 12. 5. 
Matt. 25, 31—40. 

Bro. Mason should see that he need not prove 
that the wicked ate punished after death, (or we 
all conclude thai, lint this proves nothing for the 
immortality of the soul ; when he proves that the 
wicked are punished while dead, we will hear him. 
Bui let us kindly notice. Bio, Mason, further. ; 
"Soul means being — oi course it does — and that 
being will have an existence alter death, and that 
existence will be eternal— everlasting — whether 
the life of that, individual was good or bud — so 
toys the Lord Jesus Christ." I am sorry he did 
not give us the chapter* and verse where the Lord 
Jesus Christ says so. I have never so found it. 

This is what I have found pertaining to it : In 
Matt. 3:12, we understand John Baptist to repre- 
sent the wicked by chall' which is to be burned up 
with unquenchable lire. Mark yon, not scorched, 
not scared, but burned up. Not browned lor a 
while and then the fire put out, and the sinners 
healed up and sent to comfortable places in hea- 
ven, but burned up with fire that can not be 
quenched ; hence, must be burned tip, 

In Matt. 10 : 28, the Lord tells us to (ear him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell, 
lfthesoulis destructible, it is hardly immortal. 
True, he does not say here that he will destroy 
the soul in hell, but il you will have the patience 
to follow me, 1 will take you where he does say so 
in substance. 

In the 13th chaptet of Matt., Christ represents 
the wicked by ihe tares, and the righteous by the 
wheat. And he explains that as the wheat is 
gathered into the garner to keep, so shall the right- 
eous be gathered into Mis kingdom ; and as the 
tares are burned, so shall the wicked be burned. 
All this is in the harvest, at the end of the world, 
alter death, in the resurrection, and not as fast as 
they die. 

Please notice the illustration. Arc tares east 
into fire for preservation or destruction ? Which? 
This is just a* good a parable as "The rich man 
Lazarus," and a good deal better to build a theory 
upon, because it is explained ; while "the rich .man 
and Lazarus" is not. 

In the 0th chapter of Romans, 23rd verse, we 
read, "The wages of sin is death ; but the gift o( 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." Matt. 10 : 27, already referred to, tells us 
when these wages will be paid, as dots also, 2 Tim. 
4:1. if death here can be proven to mean exist- 
ence, "eternal, everlasting,** it will make a very 
good point fur Bro. Mason, and all other immortal 
sou lifts ; but we are satisfied with the scripture as 
it reads. How easy it would have been for l'uul 
to say, For the wages of sin is eternal life in tor- 
ment, but the gift of Cod is eternal life in enjoy- 
ment; had he so meant it. 

In 2 Thess. 1 :!), we read the wicked are to be 
punished with everlasting destruction &c. If 
everlasting destruction can be construed to mean 
everlasting preservation in pain, it will make an- 
other splendid point upon which to base the im- 
mortality of the sonl. 

In Rev. 21:8, we find the wicked cast into a 
lake which burnetii with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death. Not eternal lile in any sense, 
but the second death. The first death is the natu- 
ral death which all men die. (See Heb. 9:27. "It 
is appointed unto men once to die.)" TIiib is an 
inherited death which we can not avoid. (See. 
Rom. 5 : 12.) But this second death of Rev. 21 : 8 
is the death sinuers die for their own sins ; as 
foretold in Ezekiel 18:26. This second death, 


Bro. Mason, is the punishment of thewicked. This 
punishment is truly after death, that is, after the 
first death ; after the resnnection ; after the judg- 
ment ; and does not take place as fast as sinners 
die, as so man? erring ministers preach. This sec- 
ond death, Bro. Mason, cannot possibly mean im- 
mortality in any sense, as I will Bpeedily show. 

Now turn to Rom. 2:7, and you will find that 
God will, in the day of his wrath, and revelation 
of his righteous judgement, (not now) render to 
every man according to his deeds. To them, who 
by patient continuance in welldoing, seek for glory 
and honor, and immortality — eternal life. But 
unto them that arc contentious and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and wrath: tribulation and anguish upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil ; of the Jew first, and 
also of the Gentile. Here we find immortality 
has to be sought, and those who seek it properly, 
are promised eternal life. Those who are cast 
into the lake of fire which is the second death, are 
those who never seek immortality, and never ob- 
tain eternal life. 

Notice right here. Would God advise us to 
seek immortality if he hud already given it to us? 
But he has not j as we prove by 1 Tim. 6; 10, 
which speaks of the King of Kings, and Lord oi 
Lords, who only hath immortality - 

Here I will slop for the present, wishing only to 
say to Bro. Mason, your ad"iee to steer clear of 
infidelity is very good, and right ; but auything 
that can be proven *o easily and clearly, plain and 
unequivocal Bible statements as the entire mor- 
tality ol man in this life, and the never- to-be- 
obtained immortality by the wicked in the life to 
come, hhould not be brund-d infidelity by a Chris- 
tian minister. 

Emporia, Kan., June 21st. 


Culture. 


J. 1'. MARTIN". 

Culture, what does it mean? Does it mean to 
be gentle Mid kind at home as well as abroad? 
Dues it mean to t rent in y wife with the a: me re- 
spect thai 1 do other Utiles ? Does it nu=sn to 
spend ns much of my time at hulBC with wife and 
trtii Id ren a» my business will alio*, instead of 
upending it elsewhere? If it means such a line oi 
eonduct, then up with the hat and a lusty three 
cheers for culture. While this may be the basis 
yl culture, yet, we f- :ar, many fail to ba e their ac 
tJOUS upon it, and vet from a popular view they 
are said tu be cultured We inei-t them in society 
ami pronounce tfaena grand ; we meet them at 
church and behold they "re sanctified, we meet 
them at home and Lo bow different-— tbetr culture 
is but thin mists, ami chills the social atmosphere; 
the society angel becomes a fumie demon Redeem 
us from such culture 

Again, if a person h-tve a brain full of Latin and 
Greek, a hand full of wealth and heart full of 
v.miiv and foul ishncss they are paid to be cult- 
ured," These cultured tint"- would te a ch us how to 
be nice if only they could get down to ui, but we 
are so very rude that, it would be contaminating lu 
mix with us. The consequence of all this is, we 
are rough and uncultured— Caift be Christian I 
guess. 


making plans and preparations, we are very 
sure to find our work neglected and our time 
absolutely wasted. If a man knows how to 
build a bridge, it is not always best for him to , 
waste his time waiting for the "pieters." Let 
him go and do his own work, and when that in 
done, and done as it should be, others can theorise 
to their heart's content. 

What the world and the church both need at 
the present time is men who know what to do and 
will go and do it! We have a goodly supply of 
overseers to tell other folks what to do; and quite a 
number are waiting to be set, at work; but men who 
know their business *\nd are ready to take hold of 
it and do \l themselves* are none to numerous. Such 
men, of course, ao not find much favor with per- 
sons who wish every thing to be tnana grd bycho- 
eefl officials, and hampered and hindered by red 
tape; neverless the Lord has work for them; though 
pi ace- seekers set them to one side. But some of the 
Lord's children understand their responsibilities, 
and arc ready to be helpers of men who will help 
themselves, and who are ready ti> do the Master's 
work. — Sel. 

"You're a Pool." . 

Some years ago a Christian lady in Scotland lay 
upon he rdentb-bed'. Her husband was already 
dead; and reflecting that her little daughter would 
soon have to be handed over to the charge of her 
grandfather, who was an infidel, she was filled 
with anxiety at the prospect, and called the child 
to her side, and obtained from her a promise tbat ' 
for her sake she would read one chapter of the 
Bible to herself every day. 

The child soon after was removed to the house 
of the aged infidel, ami faithful In her promise, as 
found by him one day reading to herself in the 
garden. Requiring to know what book it was, she 
replied it was her Bible. 

He at once began toui^ke light of it, declared that 
it was uselo&s to read such a book, and asked what 
was the good of it. She answered that she 
might learn of God. 

"God," he said; "there is no God." 
The effect of this upon the child can scarcely be 
described, so great was her fright and amazement. 
Tor the moment she appeared petrified; but recov- 
ering herself, exclaimed with passionate earnest- 
ness, 

"Oh grandfather, you're a fool, j ou're a fool, you're 
a find ! The man was ainazad at this extraordinary 
audacity on the part of his granddaughter; but the 
chilli continued to exclaim, 

Oh grandfather you're a fool ! The Bible says 
you are a fool 1 "The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God.'" P&a. 14: 1. The man 
listened no longer; but to forget it was impossible. 
Wherever he went, by night and by day, every 
waking moment seemed to come into his mind, 
-you are a fool 1 The Bible says so ! The result 
was that he became miserably unhappy and broken 
down before God ; and the Lord graciously used 
the circumstance to his conversion. — Sel. 


il 


A Bridge and ■"Picter." 

When Stonewall Jackson was ranging through 
Virginia, bridges were often swept, away by the 
floods, or burned by the Federal troops, and "Old 
Miles," the Virginian bridge builder, was nearly, as 
indispensable to the army as Jackson himself. One 
day the Union troops had retreated across the 
Shenandoah, burning the bridge behind them. 
Jackson desired to follow them, and said to Miles: 
"You must put all your men on to that bridge, they 
must work all night. My engineer shall furnish 
you the plans, and you can ro right ahead." 

Early the next morning Jackson met the old 
bridge builder, and doubting whether he bad 
accomplished his mission, said: 

"Well, did the engineer give you the plan for the 
bridge ?" 

"General" returned Miles slowly, "the hr'vlge is 
done I don't know whether the pkt-er is or not." 

Sometimes it becomes necessary in the Lord's 
army to choose between building the bridge and 
waiting for the "picter " If we wait tor the 
"picter" we do not get the bridge ; if we spend our 
time dallying and delaying while theorists are 


Not Wanted, 

Did you ever have a period in your life when 
you felt as if no one wanted you Y I had that 
experience for about two days, and it nearly broke 
my heart. 1 wauled to die. It was a terrible 
thought that no one wanted me. 1 was a stran- 
ger in a strange city, looking for work. I went 
from place to place, and got only a gruff answer : 
"No, sir" "No, sir." No one wanted me. 

It seems as if the Son of God must have had 
something of tbat leeling down here; no one 
wanted him. The world did uoi want him ; it took 
him and put him to death. It he should come in- 
to this audience an i go from seal to seat, would 
vou say, "No, Jesus, 1 do not want you ; go thy 
way this lime?" or would you o|wn your heart 
and let him in : Oh, may God help every unsaved 
soul here to receive the Son of God ! He has 
gone up on high to make room there for us. We 
are told in one place that he looked toward heaven 
and sighed. lie saw sickness and disease and 
deaih all around him, and no one wanted him, so 
he looked toward home. I eau imagine he waB 
homesick. There he was loved by all. O sinner, 
Won't you have this rejected King ? Won't you 
do as Martha and Mary did — receive him into 
your heart and home this very hour ? — D. L. 
Moody. 


